July lo, 1361

Desr Joe & Tobbie,

This 1s a2 letter of thanks, joyes, ald s0IXOWS,
Thanks primarely for opening your house to poor waylarers.
It is something above and beynsad the norwal sall, to have suest
arive in the middle ol itne night, and then sleep throuzh your
ovn departure for work.. Then get up and ravage the igevox
and leave -- without giving in rebturn to staadard pay of tue
wonderer...a avening of news and goseip. (Sungs Yoo, vus I fear
only Yirginia wonld dare admit to being adle to sing.)

anich

drings me to my sorrow.. No, not that T can't sing.. I'd
rather be avle (0 write--ovut 1 am sorry not to have secen wore
of vou on our s5li Lo urief stay.. That was theosaief sorrow of
the trip -- the oeople I didn't zet to talk to.. I'd e3pedially
wanted to apend tiwe wilh you and the Granaus, but Homey and Rog
were busy or tired all the time, and aad I juat didn't seem o
be araund much at the samz time.. Or, if Jou were, tuere was
the over shadowing prob’em of cars on the viink..

Tut digpite it
all, I had a very good time. I got to spend a good dezl of time
with ©d and Jeasie Slinton, who are old and dear friendis Irdém
dovm nere.. I met (or re-met) the Rogere, and sot Lo spend a
goad denl of time with Zrnie.. sareshing I rarely do atl nouwe.
And travel was actually as plsent as possable. "rafic was not
bad eather way, and we saw no accadents.. The burned out @oter
in tre iecrobws, acd Tteve’'s bLrush with the YW seem to ve she
only troubtles any of tie LA crew had, ané thore vere a iot of
them on tke road.. 3ul we aore all looking forward to anext
year, when we con't nhave to travel.

T'm gorry too, that we weren't around long enowl to ue
taken on the grand tour of your new aone.. nat I saw icpressged
me. T rather suvspect you bousnt the place, Largely wecvuse of
that livingroomw. It i3 a room that would de easy to fall in
love with.. At lcast for some one with iy taste in desiygn..

Ancd I have a strong leaninyg toward wvig fireplaces, high beamed
tadkegoniandqdavgoaerforiabhe gaudhiveem 200kbe I€RE 9f wBAtNOUSC
with a house that went with 10,000 acers of fine ranxe land,

But my taste are a reflection of love of the desdrt.. 1'd
rather live in the desert than itne city, if it didn‘'t mean
giving up 80 nany friends..... The Outlunder Zociety once
plared an imaginary retreat towhich tney would go, after the

Big Bomb... If one had 2 good salection of friends witu one,

it could be a good life.. Though I'm such srab these days, I
don't know if I could live wiih anyone..



Fitchen duiies were preformed by the male heli of your
guest, (Your rnote will propably reeult in tie %itle of John's
conference account.) 1In doinzg the drying up I noticed sometning
else with the pleasedeinile of one who finds some one clse enjoying
the sane thicgs.. Namely, the care you were giving your
Gerber blade. 3¢iil in it'e box.. I have a “Pixie" tooc, and
went wild about it - as I have a smull pussion for Xaives..
et not kaving a honse of my own, the oniy btime J counld use it
vias when we had stakes.. Tt accured to me that if I kad z small
enpe, inst the size of the knife, I could ocarry it out to dianer.
Ir older ftimes a wentleman often carried uis knife zud fork with
him.. 350 I gat down and wrote tre Geruver cowpany, susgesting
Just suzh an idea.. \nd low and behold I got a leiter bask
from one of the young Gorbers, tnanking we for my prase of the
denigzn of the Enire, and for tie suggoesiingz.. But it sceina’
ttey 2lready had had the idea, and produced a loather sheath
similar %o one used for a nuutiag knife, thai co2ld ve worm
on the belt.. w1d out of appreciation for Wy laeiter, they sent
me one, It iz almost 28 £90d a desidn as tae knife...
¥y only problem is that it has lost ii3 razor edg2, zad I'la
afraid to try afd Trestiapen it, for fear of damzding it..

Tharkes too for gﬁ. i'11l be looxingforware to tue future,
and 7ill clonk down the clank, waen the tsll ricgs.. --It must
be quite 2 stary for your postzan, o have fans asve lats nis
teat... -~= As for the lemmp poil... I was not greatly impressed.
And somecne at LASK3--1 think i¢ was Sveve Schultheis--pointed
out something auout tuis ouly chkila/tirst vern bit.. A pgood
many-fans; especiatly ol vhose thut enswered o poll, are zovou$
30 years old.. and ae Siteve polnted out, 30 years @4L0, lLae
average fanily was usually ouly oue kid. The a3uggestion being
that any group of peogle of abvutl the sale age will be lar;sly
firat barn/only children... dy self, I have a step~- sister,
11 ‘years otder thep I.  But 1 never lead @ rormal like..

To mre, the voll was vadly worded.. The first Jart was
allrizht, out the sesond part wasu'it thougat osut proverly..
I found i% hard to answer, and the part Barl sopied--whils it
said something diiferent thaa soms others, was not the overal
effeat I wanted to have. -« 2ut I couldn't see were my
invirement iead me o an interest in sclence fiction.. It didn't
even leac to the great intereat in books taat nearly ail others
fans lay slame to. 1 ruad very few books BéBdlRd# vefore T vegame
a fan.. 1 apent most of wy time with radio, wagazines, and
toy armies..... ! suppouse naving to rely on my self s0 quch
for intertainment, and tninklng ug adveutures with grest building
detzil, that I might have Leen a set up for the science~puzzle
type stories.. But far from compeating with anyone, I've
had most o wmy iife eather workeu oui for me, or 7 fall) into it.
30, I don't fit your ovicture at all.. But I'n not normal.

i go along more with your views on Science Viction. Al
0id Tfan friend was through here last nte2kend, and ! think he
stated Lne vase for the ones wau read p-f for ideas.. He 52y8
he is reading other jurnales and magasines to find odt what is
comming., <Rhere aren't enocugh speculative idea stories these
days.. The reason I would guess as being (a) the men with the
knowledge and brains to come up with new ideas are going them


orwn.ru

in 3ome ousiacas were they ara vetter pajd, and tne results more
asured, aad (9) the really imavitave writers arz writing for
Better pazing flelds.. Tith the exocption of & few who juat
2an't 3top writing 2-f, we have 2 aropg of well mesning second
raters who get thelr scieuce and ideas from reading eacn oluer
or from editoral handouts.. ~=-- Anotaer grips is Lasy nave
all bat Sone away with high adveanture, or tae 2ianet,TW3 3chool.
Y doudt that T could read ausn of 1t uow with out chocking--
out I loved it then.. And I tuink it 1s to Vad that the

gueent young fans don't get a chaaze st thls same Type of
agventuras..

1 hooe you are rignt abvout (oe better wiories, aad betiter
'4" 1ike %o ses both.. & (rightening numwber of fans(?)
ANXS who have roaa very liittle of Lhe [ield, but
one who is 2otive.. Local elubs £all wictawe to Shis
i n national fandom -- as few of lhese type wriie :uch.
Still Joe, there are some puplicaiions going out as ransines,
that you and I woula nave veen hAard pust Lo reconluze as suci,
when we were startiige.. I don't say thia iz @all LogeShex
vad, 23 the wider our horizens tine beliter...dut iy ileaves a
weaker binding farce ta hold ug Logeiuel.
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~-=When 1 'etarted thie, I chegked my file, ‘and 16 hitl me
with a fanzine orown with age, wnich said somsthing about a Zifgx.
nis too, should ve commented on, vut on reauing tarough it I
Joa't find any little cnhneck marxs, anc the text stirs no memories
af wit or wis@sz T wanted Lo pass along Yo you. Degouses I gan't
vork, and have lots of time --- 1 naturally never gel anything
done., 2ut J feal bad sbkout zetting fanzines and not writling
letters of comment... So, &s they come la, they zet sliped into
a hox, right By 2y bed ..(It was ihe only vacant spot e my
room, at the time.) There 1 work out & complex priority system,
reguarding the order they z2re to bLe auswered.. (ionthlys over
guartierlye, friende zinee before strangers, etc. etc.)
Your first zine maintained a wvzlance aboul seven from the front,
The fact that it aldn't look like you were going to issme anything
elee, was against you... Sut now that you have sined tne
eonthly's...you will get betler treatment... Though, asoathlys
don't get angwrered every zonth... I'w not really a very sctive
fan. \
Thongh- 2t the monent I am veing driven with my back Lo
the waZl.,. I muast get a letvter o Art lapp, o a new group we
are forming..... Ackerman nas requested 1 write a lebtter of
comment to nle SPACEBMAN magzine, and 1im zrsatly in his dant,
;'ve FAPA material to write up.. Ané requeet for meterial from
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vadk froi s vacation, and I nave to pick him up at 5:30 vomorrow
wWornitigees =--- I tell you, sowething wont get done...

} _ Lut I hat to write my taamnks to you for room, uourd, aad
lanzines.. 1 admire them all, greacly..

With many thanks,



